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AUDITION  -- for 1 m, 5 flexible  
 
In this scene, Scrooge is visited by Christmas Present.  
 

(AT RISE: SCROOGE sits on his bed. CAROLERS sing “Good 
King Wenceslas.”) 
 
Good King Wenceslas looked out, 
On the feast of Stephen, 
When the snow lay round about,  
Deep and crisp and even; 
Brightly shone the moon that night, 
Though the frost was cruel, 
When a poor man came in sight, 
Gath'ring winter fuel. 
 
CAROLER ONE: Scrooge once again found himself in bed. 
CAROLER TWO: But was he tired? Not in the least. 
CAROLER FOUR: He was anxious… 
CAROLER ONE: Anxious for all that he had seen… 
CAROLER THREE: Anxious for all that he would see… 

 
(The CAROLERS move to the bed, surrounding it as before. 
They make the sounds of the Westminster chimes as well as 
the bells indicating two o’clock. SCROOGE looks around, and 
finds nothing.) 
 
SCROOGE: Ah! Two o’clock and no ghost… I have learned 

my lesson, Jacob! Thank you, Marley! Thank you! I have 
learned my lesson, I will be kinder to my nephew, I will let 
Bob Cratchit have an extra lump of coal for the stove on 
particularly cold days. Yes, no need to disrupt my sleep any 
further, Marley, I am saved. Thank you, Jacob… 



CHRISTMAS PRESENT: (OS. In a booming voice.) Ebenezer 
Scrooge! 

SCROOGE: (Realizing his night is not yet finished. Pause.) I 
am here, Spirit.  Spirit? Spirit, what plan do you have for me? 
What will you show me, wanderer? Hello? 

 
(A YOUNG GIRL giggles and scampers across the floor.) 
 
SCROOGE: (Cont’d.) Who are you? Little girl? 
 
(ANOTHER CHILD pops out from behind the cabinet and runs 
to a new hiding space.) 
 
SCROOGE: (Cont’d.) You there! Just a moment, are you the 

spirit? How did you get in here? Come out this instant! 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: Ebenezer Scrooge. 
SCROOGE: Spirit? 
 
(FX: From inside the bed, entering up through the mattress, 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT appears.)  
 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: I am the Ghost of Christmas 

Present. Look upon me, Ebenezer Scrooge. I’ll wager you 
have never seen the likes of me before! 

SCROOGE: Never. 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: Never walked forth with my elder 

brothers born in these later years? 
SCROOGE: I am afraid I have not. Have you had many 

brothers, Spirit? 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: More than eighteen hundred, sir, 

and another every year! 
SCROOGE: Eighteen hundred! A tremendous family to 

provide for! Spirit, conduct me where you will. I went forth 
last night on compulsion, and I learnt a lesson which is 
working now. Tonight, if you have aught to teach me, let me 
profit by it. 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT: Come closer, touch my robe. 
SCROOGE: I saw two children a moment earlier; do they 

belong to you? 



CHRISTMAS PRESENT: They belong to the world, Scrooge! 
Come. 

SCROOGE: Where do you take me, Spirit?  
CHRISTMAS PRESENT: Ebenezer…I am here to show 

you…Christmas! 
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